GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
 MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

O/o Commissioner & Director of Municipal Administration, 640, A.C. Guards, T.S., Hyderabad.

C I R C U L A R

Roc No.5883 /2011/H1





    Dated:22.08.2014
       Sub:   Municipal Administration Department - Ganesh Chaturthi festival – 
                  Encourage using clay Ganesha’s to protect the Environment and Ecology 

                  –  Certain   suggestive guidelines issued for implementation – Regarding.

   





***
Keeping in view of the public health and environment, the Municipal Commissioners of the ULBs are requested to prepare an action plan in Telugu for implementing the following measures for the forthcoming Ganesh Chaturthi festival in this month from 29th August 2014 onwards.
a) Encourage use of eco-friendly clay idols painted with natural colors by setting up of stalls at prominent locations by manufacturers.
b) Encourage Ganesh Pooja Committees to install Ganesha idols made out of clay and other eco-friendly material and announce rewards to such committees.

c) Educate the public through hoardings and banners highlighting the ill-effects of using Plaster of Paris (PoP) material and toxic colours for Ganesha idols and on uses of clay idols painted of natural colours.

d) Notify the water bodies where immersion has to be done and generate awareness among about the do’s & don’ts. 
e) Depute additional sanitation staff during the festival in city as well as the near water bodies notified for immersion to clear all the worship material within 24 hours and take measures to clean up water bodies and dispose of the material safely.
f) Burning of the worship material and dumping of the flowers, clothes, decorative items etc should be prohibited. 
g) Discourage the immersion of Plaster of Paris idols and Pooja material into lakes and water bodies. Make necessary arrangements to provide water tanker for immersing the idols at different locations, and encourage immersion in buckets.
h) Involvement of Pooja Committees, NGO, Resident Welfare Associations, SHG women groups, School Children and Youth Associations to carry out awareness campaigns about the ill effects of using toxic materials not only for Ganesha idols but also worship materials.
2.

In view of the above, the Municipal Commissioners of all the Municipalities/ Corporations are here by directed to comply with all the measures listed above and send report to this office on the same.

Encl: Detailed note




Sd/- Dr.B.Janardhan Reddy



         





   Commissioner & Director
To

1. All the Commissioners of the Municipal Corporations in the state

2. All the Municipal Commissioners of the Municipalities and Nagara Panchayats in the state

3. Copy to all the Mayors, Chairpersons, Corporators and Ward Members in the State with a request to actively participate in the program and motivate the people on the above guidelines, through Municipal Commissioners concerned.

4. Copy to the District Collectors with a request to monitor compliance of the above activities through District head quarter ULBs.
5. Copy to all the RDMA’s and they are directed to take necessary steps for ensuring  implementation of instructions by the Municipal Commissioners concerned and further requested to furnish report on the above matter.

       For Commissioner & Director
How harmful is PoP to the environment?
	To be able to choose the most appropriate eco-sensitive solution it is important that we understand the environmental impacts of Ganesh Chaturthi.
These can be summarized to be the following:

1. The water pollution caused by the immersion of Plaster of Paris idols into natural water 
   bodies.

2. The water pollution caused by chemical paints used on these idols.

	1. The waste generated by the non biodegradable accessories used during the worship.

2. Noise pollution

3. Traffic congestion

4. Increased consumerism

Amongst these the first two can be partially resolved by a shift to eco sensitive materials and practices.
	   
	



Water Pollution: 

The Issue
For some years now we have been observing a growing awareness about the water pollution caused by the immersion of Ganesh idols made out of Plaster of Paris, in natural water bodies such as lakes, rivers and the sea. PoP is not a naturally occurring material. Plaster of Paris is a calcium sulfate hemi-hydrate: (CaSO4, ½ H2O) derived from gypsum, a calcium sulfate dihydrate (CaSO4, 2 H2O), by firing this mineral at relatively low temperature and then reducing it to powder. While idols made out of naturally occurring clay dissolve within hours of immersion in water, PoP idols may take anywhere between several months to years to fully dissolve. In addition, when chemical paints are used to decorate the idols, these paints contain heavy metals such as mercury and lead, which seep into the water as the idol dissolves.

In Bangalore a study done by the Central Pollution Control Board to assess the impact of immersion of Ganesh idols on the lakes revealed the following:

· The acid content in the waters increased.

· The TDS (Total Dissolved Solids) increased by a 100%

· The Dissolved Oxygen content increased during the day due to the agitation of  

       waters during immersion and reduced at night when organic discharge increased.

· The heavy metal content sampling showed an increase in metals such as iron  

      Which increased nearly 10 times and the content of copper in the sediments 
       increased by 200 to 300 %.

Possible solutions:

Since the main issue around water pollution has got to do with the idol immersion ritual, several people are now suggesting a slight variation of this ritual to avoid water pollution. These include:


1. Using only a natural clay idol and immersing it either in the tank or in a bucket of water at home.
2. Immersing a 'betel nut' which symbolises the idol and reusing the same idol every year.
3. If one is using a PoP idol, simply sprinkling a few drops of water on it as a symbolic immersion and donating the idol to be recycled for the following year.

Appropriate Management of 'nirmalya':

Along with the idol, there are several accessories used during the worship which are collectively referred to as 'nirmalya'. These include flowers, fruits, coconuts, cloth, incense, camphor etc. Further, many people create elaborate temples out of thermocole to house their idols. Until some years ago, all these were also immersed along with the idols. 

In Pune, the municipal corporation has successfully convinced people not to immerse the 'nirmalya' into the water. Instead, they have installed large bins shaped as traditional pots or 'kalashes' to recieve this nirmalya. While this is a good first step, the appropriate management of the nirmalya is still crucial considering the volumes that are collected every year.

This is a sensitive issue since it involves the sentiments of the worshippers.

Possible solutions:

1. Avoiding the use of non biodegradable material such as thermocole altogether.
2. Composting all bio degradable material.
3. Distributing food items such as coconuts and fruits among the poor.
4. Recycling flowers to make handmade paper or dried flower products.
<<>>
